
 

 
 

Friday 15th May 2020 

Principal’s Message 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you that you and your families are safe and well? We are seeing big improvements in the 

numbers of students logging into the Virtual Academy and this is very encouraging. Thank you to all 

our parents for their support with motivating our students to log-in and keep learning. 

Re-opening of Schools 

The government have begun to set out their blueprint for how schools will begin to reopen, 

following the period of closure due to the Coronavirus pandemic. The document states: 

We will ask secondary schools, sixth form and further education colleges to offer some face-to-face 

support to supplement the remote education of year 10 and year 12 students who are due to take 

key exams next year, alongside the full time provision they are offering to priority groups. 

What does this mean for our students at Manchester Academy?  

• Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will continue to follow their online timetable via Microsoft 

Teams. Lessons will continue twice a day (10.30am and 1.30pm) and for those of you 

without access to the internet we will continue to send work packs home. We have been 

ordering more Chromebook laptops to support families without a device. So far, we have 

distributed 40 laptops and when the orders arrive, we will loan out more to help students 

get online. 

• Students in Year 10 will be returning to the Academy but the arrangements for this will be 

very different from the normal timetable/school day. We will be sending more information 

to Y10 parents and students regarding how the new arrangements will work. 

• If parents and carers are keyworkers or have children with an ECHP, then their children can 

continue to come into Manchester Academy if parents would like this provision. 

As it is likely that many students will be completing their studies online for the rest of the term, it is 

vital that students check their school email regularly and log-in to the online lessons. We will be 

writing to Y10 parents next week with more detailed information regarding the arrangements for 

working with Y10 students.  

 



   
 

 

 

 

Manchester Academy will be closed to all students over the half-term, 25th to the 29th May, including 

key worker and EHCP students. This is to allow for thorough deep cleaning and checking of the site 

prior to any students returning. 

Please check out our Twitter, Facebook and Instagram accounts to see the wonderful Manchester 

Magic programme and encourage your son/daughter to take up the challenges! 

 

Thanks for your ongoing support, 

 

 

Mr J Eldon, Principal. 

 

Year 7 

Another week of fabulous challenges set by the Science and Technology department for Manchester 

Magic! Well done to those students who got involved and had a go. Also, a big well done to the 

students who are engaging by watching the videos of staff and enjoying some ‘fun’ during what can 

be a hard and stressful time. Having said this, I would like to make it clear to all families that the 

challenges are there to keep students busy and encourage them to try something new, but they are 

just as much about encouraging students to watch and engage! I hope myself and the other 

members of staff attempting these challenges has brought some comic relief to some of our 

students!  

Mr Ahmed and I are still in school attempting to reach all Year 7 families via phone for a check-in and 

to ensure all students have access to work whether this be via the online platform or work packs 



   
 

 

sent home. I would encourage you all to please check your voicemail messages as I am aware that it 

is not always possible to be readily available to answer your phone, especially during Ramadan. 

Should you or your children have any issues accessing work then please, as always, do get in contact 

and we will work hard to provide a solution to this as quickly as possible. 

Our attendance for the online classes is improving and it is delightful to see students who did not 

previously have online access enjoying being a part of the online community through productive and 

intelligent conversations with peers and staff! I am pushing every day for higher attendance 

especially as we approach the final term of school as it is imperative that students are accessing 

learning in order to approach Year 8 with their best foot forward. With this in mind, I ask you to help 

me push attendance and if you have any family members or friends who have children at 

Manchester Academy please ask them if they are able to access the learning. If we all work together, 

we can ensure that every student has the education they need during this time! Thank you in 

advance for your assistance with this. 

Again, my inbox was inundated with nominations for students to win Home-Learning Heroes, making 

me feel incredibly proud to lead this year group! Our winners for the last week 4th May – 8th May 

were: 

• Adrian MacHoll 

• Gabriel Weir 

• Amelia Balos 

• Masud Dahir 

• Najma Hassan 

A big well done to these students, you can look forward to receiving your vouchers in the post! Keep 

shining.  

Finally, next week is Mental Health Awareness week and this is something which our fabulous school 

counsellor Ms Essafi always promotes. As an Academy, we recognise the importance of this week 

even more so at a time when things can be difficult and sadly some families are experiencing loss. I 

received an email from a Year 7 today telling me “you are always here when I need you.” and it 

reminded me to remind you that, as a school we are still around despite the closure. I ask that if you 

or your children are suffering at this time, please do reach out to me or any member of staff at the 

Academy. More details of support available will be posted in my assembly on Monday morning.  

As always, your support and well wishes overwhelm me; thank you! Please continue to stay well and 

take care. 

Miss Tregelles. 

 

Year 8 

This week Y8 I want you to all log on and email or contact your form teacher through teams to tell 

them what your favourite vegetarian meal is?  

I will be asking form teachers next Wednesday for the results and I will publish it in next week’s 

assembly.  



   
 

 

This is a great way (if you haven't already done so) to keep in contact with school. Which form is 

going to have the most amount of responses?  

Y8 can you also please follow the timetable that has been sent out to you during the Easter Holidays 

and also attached as a slide in this week’s assembly? You are expected to do the two lessons a day 

that are set up for you.  

Thanks, 

Mr Boyle. 

 

Year 9 

Dear Y9,  

This week we were provided with new government guidelines. In this week’s assembly I discussed 

the following guidelines and how they impact the students –  

• Unlimited outdoor exercise as of Wednesday 

• Playing sports outside with household members 

• Being able to relax in parks without a possibility of a fine 

• Meet up with one person from another household but obey to the 2m distance rule 

It is important that the students take the time to read the guidelines and that they are certain of 

what they can and cannot do during the isolation period. I add accessible information on changes in 

the government’s guidelines within my assembly each week which will help the students further 

understand the current climate.  

Last week we launched our Home Learning Heroes programme and it has been uplifting to hear such 

positive news from my peers about the Y9 cohort. The five students who have won a prize for their 

valiant efforts this week are –  

1. Tanzila Shaikh  

2. Rhia Todd 

3. Khadija Jeylani 

4. Putri Aisyah 

5. Oliver Holden 

A huge congratulations to these students for demonstrating ATL 1 behaviour during their virtual 

lessons and for their engagement during the lesson – you have made me extremely proud! 

If students want to be part of our Home Learning Heroes project they must do the following –  

Engage with lessons – We are now at the end of week 4 of our virtual Manchester Academy lessons 

and a few of our students have established clear routines and are attending every lesson. It is vital 

that every student that has access to Microsoft Teams is attending every lesson and on time.  

Complete work – Attending lessons and completing work go hand in hand. To be a Home Leaning 

Hero, students must strive to do both. Pupils can ask their teachers questions during the lesson and 



   
 

 

through emails. Students can also present their teachers with electronic documents or pictures of 

their completed work via email for feedback.  

Keeping in contact – We ask students to keep in contact with their teachers via Microsoft Teams and 

emails. A number of Y9 students have contacted me regarding work they have done and issues they 

might be having trying to access online learning – these emails are always welcome! All students will 

receive their assembly every Wednesday on both their school email accounts and Microsoft Teams. 

They will also receive a catch up email from their form tutors to keep in contact. Within these emails 

and assemblies there are opportunities for the students to interact with their teachers, enter prize 

draws and discuss issues they might be having. I highly advise all students to check their school email 

inbox every day and reply to emails when needed.  

Stay positive, stay motivated and stay safe.  

Regards,  

Mr Thomas. 

 

Year 10 

'After Sunday's address from our Prime Minister, this week has brought so many questions from all 

of us. As parents and teachers we are obviously keen to get our young people back to school and 

continue with their education. Unfortunately; this won't be possible at this stage and we await 

further guidance from the government. I am desperate to see my lovely year 10's and not only start 

teaching them again, but to catch up and hear all about their experiences of lockdown and living 

through history. The most important thing right now is to stay safe and protect ourselves and others; 

we will be back when it is safe! 

There have been a huge number of nominations for 'Home Learning Hero' this week, this is amazing! 

This weeks have gone to Chloe Taylor, David Lowe , Samuel Cruz , Zarah Bakari and Musfirah Ihsan . 

Well done to all of you and keep an eye out for your online voucher in the post!  

There is lots of great work going on from year 10 and I couldn't be prouder of these pupils; keep it 

up! 

In terms of personal statements for college, I have received 35 so far! Whilst this is amazing and 

shows great effort from these pupils, it leaves us with just under 200 which haven't been completed. 

Can you please encourage your children to access and complete this and email to me. Thanks, as 

always, for the support. 

The personal statement and college application process is vital and by completing this section early 

we are becoming YEAR 11 READY! Next week I will be launching YEAR 11 READY: what this means, 

how we do it and how important it is to be the leaders of the school. I look forward to speaking with 

a number of you over the coming weeks via the phone and I'll be asking pupils to be involved with a 

number of initiatives coming up. 

Thanks to you all, stay safe and stay home where you can. 

With love and very best wishes as always, 



   
 

 

Mrs Henzell.  

#teamhenz  #year11ready' 

 

Year 11 

I have spoken to a number of students this week regarding college options and applications. If your 

child has any uncertainties about pathways then please feel free to contact Ms Barnett, the Careers 

advisor, or myself.  

Is your child following the three steps to success? 

Remote learning – Continuing to access online lessons/tutorials with Manchester Academy staff. 

Read and action challenges/resource links presented in the weekly assembly sent out every Monday. 

Be proactive – Access online resources linked to your next pathway. Keep regular contact with your 

form tutor.  

Self-help- Look after yourself, routine, exercise, nutrition and activities that make you happy. Stay 

connected with friends and family. Regular check-in with the Academy’s social media and engage 

with community challenges.  

Evidence this by emailing MRC or your form tutor and put yourself forward for the possibility of 

being nominated for vouchers and rewards. 

This week’s Home Learning Hero nominations  

 Faisal Ali      Mohammad Khan Kausar    Saliha Abd-Allah.  

 I would like to nominate Saliha Abd-Allah.  

‘In music, our Year 11's had to do their music course in a year with me taking it over in September 

and starting again.  

Saliha in the last few weeks has completed and submitted half of her course while distance learning.  

She is now fully up to date and we now have the evidence to submit to the exam board. I'm really 

proud of her.’  

Mr Kraweckyj 

If any parent or student need any help or support, please feel free to contact me at: 

darren.clarke@manchester-academy.org 

 

Stay safe, 

  

Mr. Clarke. 
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